President— Scott Hardwick................. Phone 3289322
Treasurer — Lynda Alexander............... Phone 3476393
Secretary— Don Stanley..................... Phone 3588299
Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042
E-Mail: cmiclub@chch.planet.org.nz

Web site: www.cmlclub.org.nz

Meetings Venue & Club Rooms:

110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch

7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month

From February to November

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, asiiequires nothing but
a little reading, thinking and hammering.” Charles Darwin, 1835

NEXT -

Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 4th November 200%t 7.30 PM
General Meeting: Thursday, 12th November 2009, at.30 PM

Field Trip: West Coast over show weekend (13-15 Nember)

Website to check out this month: www.tvguidecoupons.co.nz

Monthly Competition for November
1 crab as found

1 disinterred crab

Piece worked Dinosaur bone
Junior piece petrified wood

Monthly Competition Results for October as judged by your President and yourselves, Peter
forgetting to do so before he went home.

3 Tiger Eye Cabs 1st Lindsay Day, 2nd Hamish Craige

Polished piece petrified wood (O/W) 1st Kerry Waitf, 2nd Craig McGregor, 3rd Hamish

Craigen

Domed but end of Rhodonite 1st Kerry Whitford

Juniors: Piece fossil bone—no entries

Alphabet material - A 1st Craig McGregor, 2nd Shélraigen

From the Front Desk - Your Committee

Auction—this month we have some more of Brian Jones ssirplaterial that he may wish to add to,
given the brief auction last month. This means Beier will have a February auction and Owen
March.

Speaker— We have John Mills & Beth Myers (California, USa)d lan & Diane Sobbe
(Queensland, Australia) as our guest speakere &lavember General Meeting, with a brief
presentation (including pics) on their respectightecting activities.

Donation Box. Please bring in a gold coin donation for the clutha regular general
meetings so we can raise funds for the buildingirsp



Club Show. Who can help, we need the support of ALof our members. Thanks to

those members who have volunteered their timettmgeup / taking down and running the
show. Please support your club on Saturday 7tteMdrer at the clubrooms from 10 am to 3
pm. And help out where necessary. It is an opgrtalaromote your club to attract new
members and raise funds.

Club Show 2010 The committee would like your thoughts on thdteraand a commitment
to assist with the running of either show as wé mdlve to get the venue organised sooner,
rather than later.

Reminder for Field Trips. The date set for the field trips are tentatiaged that are altered
from time to time to accommodate the property ovaret / or the field trip leader.
Unfortunately we aren’t able to satisfy all membeith our selection of dates and locations
but every effort is made to do so. Any inconveneers regretted, but unavoidable.

Show Weekend Field Trip. Along with your food make sure you bring insecteignt, sun
block, raincoats and footwear suitable for walkimmgrivers - you will get your feet wet.
Meeting place is the car park at the Hurunui Pub@@ am on Friday. That is about 75 to 90
minutes from Christchurch so be on time.

Signs With the club hosting a show (7 November) théaryand garage sale (5 December)
and the committee is seeking members to creats figithese events to be erected on the
front of the clubrooms 2 to 3 weeks before each gy help would be appreciated.

Whitecliffs Report. As you will be aware the Club executive appalresub-committee
earlier in the year to oversee the developmert@iYhitecliffe’s Claypit site, as discussed at
previous club meetings. The committee (Roger KesyWince Burke & Robin Hall) have
met a various times to discuss how to work thetsifelfil its potential. On Tuesday 22
September a digger was on site re-arranging thebokaen. It was a good job he knew the
site and set about the task with determinationsiitl From the bottom of the cutting the
overburden on the bed was carefully scraped awdylaposited on the bank on the right of
the cutting. As can be seen by the attached pliogosite is small and narrow but has been
opened up nicely. Only 1 significant agate wastbduring the work by the digger driver,




and as can be seen it is rather nice. It has &gmred to cut the stone into 2 butt ends and
take 1 slice. Vince agreed to cut and polishithhe slice going to the digger driver, one of
the butt ends to go into the club display cabimek the other up for auction.

At the last Committee meeting both John Taylor gn@dSecretary suggested that in light of
the illegal digging/fossicking taking place at gite that a quickie field trip might be just the
ticket. After the redevelopment the sub-commitiamne to the President & Secretary
advising of the successful removal of a substaatimbunt of the clay overburden, and despite
the damp weather (and forecast) they thought #ie fiip was a goer, despite the fact that the
overburden was very sticky (digging was to be echtting floor heading in a deepening
south-westerly direction). So on Wednesday thedwgent out to our e-members requesting
they advise our printed members of the field trihvan 8.30 meeting at Darfield on Saturday

26",

Presently on Saturday 4 vehicles congregated dielzhron a dull, damp Saturday then on to
the quarry site where we met 2 additional vehicl&gotal of 11 members in 6 vehicles then
drove up to the Claypit and Vince (with the flu}imed what work was done for the site
redevelopment and advised of a new restrictiorheramount of material that could be
collected from the site (ho more than 5 fist silsxes each) and we began the task of agate
extraction.............

It was amazing to see the variety of tools beirgdue break up the matrix material that make
up the cutting floor above the clay base. | wasfitst to find a piece but others quickly
followed, some really spectacular. Since it wasfinsg time on site | didn’t know what to
expect, but John, as usual, moved the most matetiaé shortest amount of time, and he
announced each find at regular intervals (as vedibaking at everyone else’ finds). Wayne
commented that the matrix was a lot softer thapremious field trips, so | guess the removal
of the overburden was a double blessing.

Morning tea came and went and still the diggingticnred. We had a brief drizzle before the
sun came out and started to bake the site. Arayrd with sore hands from clutching the
hand tools | went to the car for lunch after comtimenthat we must be nuts doing hard
labour for a recreational purpose, in the Uniteate3t prisoners do hard labour as a
punishment.

Presently the digging recommenced, until the haeilzed
up and endeavouring to locate Claypit agate be@ahieof
a challenge. Both David and Wayne had had enosigted,
so around 3 pm we left and returned to Christchuiala
variety of back roads to look in some rivers fadits (not
that we found any), all well satisfied with our définds,
leaving the die-hards still at it.

Report on the National Show
David, Wayne and | left Christchurch around 6pnioiday stopping at the Greta Valley pub



for tea, arriving in Blenheim between 10 and 10.Saturday morning saw up departing at
7.30 for the Awatere Valley arriving at our fossigk site just before 9.30. Since the area had
been visited the previous day on an “official” shiveld trip we didn’t think the first hump
would be in any way profitable, so we crossed & gemall, but blooooooooody cold (show
melt) Awatere river and went down stream aboul@hétre before venturing up on to the
slopes.

There was plenty of broken calcite (including onéwmo large lumps), the odd bit of agate
and some opalite, along with the potato like geod&sth David & Wayne found them and |
had to be satisfied with broken ones. Still aobielbow grease and a thorough clean, they
might come up looking terrific. We had our mornie@ up on the hillside looking at the
ridges and rocky outcrops on the opposite hill ether day.....? Material that looked great
at the bottom was discarded further up the hillnvbetter pieces were found, an interesting
phenomenon for future archaeologists’ to ponder.ove

When | had had enough scrambling over the middiestaslopes, with Wayne higher and
David even higher, | headed back down to look @rtibble at the bottom, locating the
largest piece we found (possibly found and rolledml the hill some time ago and
subsequently lost). It made getting to the bottdrme hill with it and a bucket full much
more interesting. A couple of agates were fourth@bottom but most was small and
damaged. Some time later Wayne joined me at te efithe river and we continued our
research. When David came down we looked throwgliieds discarding the rubbish and
started back to the car, Wayne & | in the river andhe banks, while David returned to the
slopes.

We had lunch at the car while David searched tis¢ fiump for anything that the National
Show field trip left behind. He didn’t find muctiiey must have used a vacuum cleaner. He
arrived back at the car around 2 pm and had hishlas we were driving out, stopping to

look for fossils at Black Birch. We had a bit oferamble along a much bigger Awatere river,
before we began looking for loose fossils and fessimatrix. We covered a large area and
only found 3 or 4 rocks containing a variety ofdibshells, while watching rain clouds
retreating out the Valley towards us. Presenttydlouds began dispensing their hoard on us
and we made a hasty walk to the car and returoigjenheim.

@ N With the show not opening
@, until 9.00 am we could have a
= bit of a sleep in, arriving just
after 9.30, paid our $2 for our
multiple entry one day ticket
# and we were at the 2009
“~ Blenheim National Show, the
reason for our trip. The
venue was superb, the
competition and display
cabinets were around the side
and stage areas, while the
dealers and sales tables were
in the middle. Craig and
Brian had a table, as did
Malcolm and John. Even at
the early hour there were
people looking around the different areas. We sged at this time, to view, appreciate and
haggle over the material on offer. It must haketame around 3 hours to get around the hall,
with a bit of talking taking place in addition teet looking; meantime both David & Wayne
had been around twice or three times. My ideatwal® it once properly then do the buying,
but like most best laid plans, it didn’t quite warlat that way, whereas Wayne & David had
to go around all those times to make sure they'dmliss anything (which seems to have




happened). Saw a couple
of people | didn’t expect,
plenty | did expect and
didn’t see one | did expect,
but I expect Ursula was out
fossicking expecting to find
nice material in spite of the
cold weather.

Around 2’ish we departed
Blenheim (after discussing
our Labour Weekend
Micro Mineral Symposium
field trips with Marion)

opting to
have a
look for
fossils at
the Blind
river
mouth.

It wasn’t
raining
and was
blowing
a beaut
southerly
as we
walked
in the
soft sand
to the
mouth.
David
was the

Angwin Shield
St carving in

M r“hlis

only one to cross the river (shoes &
socks off) to look for the fossils, while
= : Wayne & | tried to keep out of the wind.
First, second & Third. Easy kF:resently he retu_rned and we trudge_d
) ack to the car with a few extra fossil
when all entries are from CMLC  shells.



Our next stop was Deadmans creek looking for vaettibut it was very brief, about 5
minutes as the rain came. We had hail at the gtéine Hunderlies and intermittent rain all
the way back to Christchurch. What a great weekend






As we go to print (early this month) | have hedrattthe trip at the weekend to Whitecliffs
Claypit field trip was great for Owen, and John &utit more like normal for everyone else.
Vince decided it looked too much like rain so sthy@fish for whitebait at the re-opened
drain at Lake Forsyth. Between him and his daughtenetted 70kg, so if you ask real nice
there might be whitebait patties on the ChristmB®Bnenu. | mean for everyone to ask real
nice and put on a bit of pressure, it has beem@tione since | had whitebait.
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Y& The committee would like to take this
opportunity to wish all our members a
happy Christmas and an even better new )
year. A timely reminder that if you are
fossicking over the holidays make sure
you have permission. Woolshed Creek is &

ﬁ
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still not able to be dug, but any material
wit, found on the surface is ok, should you

choose to visit the area. Happy Holi- *

days. See you all in February 2010 *
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Club Diary

November 2009
4 Micro Mineral Meeting
7 Club Show/Open Day
12 General Meeting
13-15 Show weekend West coast F/T
19 Committee Meeting
28 Geobusters Meeting
December 2009
5 Garage Sale & Christmas
Break up BBQ
January 2010
21 Committee Meeting

Many of these dates are tentative and are subjeqilanning and permission
considerations.



