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PRESIDENT — Dorice Grant Phone: 348 3889
TREASURER - Lynda Alexander Phone: 347 6393
SECRETARY - Don Stanley Phone: 358 8299

Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8004.
E-mail: cmiclub@chch.planet.org.nz

ICL Web Site:www.cmliclub.org.nz
/ MEETING VENUE - 110 Waltham Rd, Waltham, Christchurch
: Second Thursday in each month, February to November
é/ “Geology is a capital science to begin with, asiiequires nothing but
Sy a little reading, thinking and hammering.” Charles Darwin, 1835
)
NEXT

Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 7th May 2008 at 730 PM
General Meeting: Thursday, 8th May 2008, at 7.30 M.

Well daylight savings have ended and winter is upons, some of us have already experienced our
first frost for the year. Good job that Easter wasin March this year enabling us to have a
brilliant one. To those who went to Murray Bridgein South Australia for the Gemboree, we can
hope you had as good a time as we did on the wesiast. To that end | have been informed by
one member that it wasn't as good as Gatton last ge and | have put in the report | received
from Sara & Ron Keen on the Gemboree. Unfortunatsl there were no photo’s with the article.
The Micro Mineral Group’s ANZAC weekend field trip to Dunedin also features in this months
issue, along with a selection of photo’s.

Website to check out this month: www.teara.govt.nz

Monthly Competition results for April 2008

1 Piece polished Chinchilla Petrified Wood 1st Siev@&rdson, 2nd Hamish
Craigen, 3rd Owen Swann

2 Piece of Marble 1st Owen Swann, 2nd Hamish CraigehSheila Craigen

3 Piece of Bowenitelst Sid Stewardson, 2nd Owen Swann, 3rd Hamish
Craigen

Juniors: Piece of Greenstone 1st Daniel Alexar®fet,Jake Kelly, 3rd Richard Scott

Monthly Competition for May 2008

1 Cluster of Amethyst crystals
2 Piece of Boulder Opal
3 Piece of Bloodstone

Juniors: Piece of Mica

Reminder:  Your annual club subscription are now due. Plgasepromptly for the reduced
amount before 31st May 2008, to ensure you haviegoights at the AGM.

The club showis coming up (August 2nd) and it is time for mensbier begin planning the sections
they wish to enter. The show schedule is availahleur website for members to download (and print
whatever parts they desire) and there are somegraopies for members who can't download
available up at the front desk.

The committee has agreed to having a sausage §#zlach) at the show, also selling tea and coffee
($0.50 each). Sales Tables are also availablé etgh (same as last year). Additionally, the
committee is looking for donated material for raffirizes.

The committee is also looking for members to asgitst the setting-up of the show and dismantling of
same afterwards. IF YOU CAN ASSIST PLEASE LET COMNEE MEMBERS KNOW. It would
be nice if we could get some of the members whelyassist to volunteer, rather that the same ones,
year after year.



The National Showin Greymouth is also coming up, October 2nd toattthree nearby venues. The
show schedule has been received, and is on thedesk for viewing. It is not to leave the clubnos

An electronic version is available on our web sitdhe committee has asked Chris Wright to print
some copies and specific segments for members wtithternet access, who wish to enter the different
competitions (please see Chris to order the partrgquire, he can print some at the time, others he
may have to post to you). Any members who waigotéo Greymouth for the show should begin the
process of organising accommodation, time is rumount and there is only so much available. Field
trips during the National Show will be availableit he locations and numbers have yet to be advised

At the May General Meeting Norton Hiller will be our guest speaker. He isHfbssil expert from

the University of Canterbury and the Canterbury &us. Following his presentation we will have an
auction of material from Brian Jones and Lyndato#sus he will have several lots for the Juniars t

bid on. ALSO a short demonstration on how to display yqecémens in a competition case, and how
to follow the Club Show Schedule. Remember anyone,group, may put together a showcase with a
theme.

CMLC Executive Nominations. Nominations for the positions available on the cattesa are called
for (a nomination form is attached/enclosed). &deake the opportunity to get the committee you
want. The vacant positions include Presidentjdéfice President, Junior Vice President, Secyetar
Treasurer, Kahurangi Editor, and 6 committee nemb

Geobusters: The Junior Section have named themselves “Gealstisted will meet monthly at
the Clubrooms on the last Saturday at 1.30 pmiifidetion will be given at the general meeting and
the newsletter if there is any change to this geament. A “Geobusters” field trip will be likewise
advertised.

Field trips for the next few months are as follows:May is to Whitecliffs on Saturday 3rddte the
change of datg Cost if $5 per person, limited to 15 peopleedt¥lat the Darfield restrooms at 9.00 am.
Ring Nick Webb (ph ) to book your spot. June is our annual Birdliftst BBQ on Sunday
15th. Anyone who can provide transportation of BB to Birdlings Flat please let a committee
member know. July is the annual Oamaru Show argliuis the club show and Workshops.

A few words from Madam President -A BIG THANK YOU TO DON STANLEY who very ably

took over the leadership from David Macdonald fa Haast trip at Easter. Six adults and three
children, plus two members from the Blenheim Claofpged a busy itinerary of rivers and quarries,

and interesting sidelines in between. Each carpragded with its own page of locations, alonghwit
likely finds, and most of these were covered eitirethe outward journey or on the way home.
Westland turned on 4 days of glorious weather (wharte could a rockhound want?). Much material
was found....for my part a lot of green coloureckoand identification has proved them worthless
rubbish!!!l Home on Monday evening, cars loadethwgtones, but everyone happy, tired and sunburnt.
Thanks, Don, for a job well done.....Dorice

THANKS to CRAIG and Kathryn McGregor for their tadiad slides of their Coromandel holiday at
Christmas. They obviously had great weather, arplo
widely, and had a relaxing time in a very beautifait of the country.....a pity the agates werecsdt

BRING,BRAG & IDENTIFY on Saturday 12th April wasvery successful

event, especially following the Juniors (now toknewn as The

Geo-busters) who stayed on with their parents.r& s a lot of bragging and

several brought finds from recent field trips. Wall, "identifying" yielded

many different ideas, and the use of some bookss &f talk, a cup of tea, and good food, madeahis
very pleasant and relaxed afternoon.

ANZAC Weekend Micro Mineral Field Trip 2008 — Dunedin

Friday morning dawned a dull grey day, with an wereful trip south. Between Timaru & Oamaru the
weather smiled on us, clearing to a beautiful dayr first stop was to Whiskey Bay at Moeraki where
we parked in the monument car park and proceeded tiee hill to the beach. A brief walk along the
beach to the fossicking location was still long @gio for shoes to fill up with sand. Out came the



hammers (David said
we wouldn’t need
the big hammers)
and chisels and we
proceeded to
demolish several
largish rocks looking
for chabasite,
naturalites, philipsite
(crystals). The tide
was out so we had
plenty of time to
look. We shared the
beach with some
local whanau (the

marae is a short distance away) seeking shellfigh.carried on and didn’t even notice when thel lef

After an hour or so and with full bags, egg cartand boxes we climbed back up the hill, checking ou

some of the rocks on the way and promising to netur Sunday (if time permits) for a better look and

with some heavier hammers. We lunched overlootiegooint before embarking once again to the

next locality. After stopping next to the beaclKatatane, we proceeded to walk about 1.5 — 2 km

south to an outcropping of basalt columns and bégyaprocess again. This time the rocks were

harder and the heavier hammers were needed. Téthevehad cooled and there was a cool wind

coming in off the sea. We searched the rocks digsythen

bashed them open looking for minerals, mainly zealrystals.

Some came out relatively easily, while others araige chunks

that will need additional work with the rock spitt These rocks

seemed very hard and did not break up easily,littlgopieces of

rock would ping off hitting anything exposed andisiag damage

even through trousers. When it started getting ¢=arly) we

returned to the vehicles and headed into Dunet@lire Aaron

Lodge Top 10 turned us away (David made the detisa to

book) due to the school holidays. A series of ghoaills got us a

bunk room for us all at a backpackers for $20 gmstnight. The

accommodations were certainly better than the sabvenwere

expecting, the only difficulty we experienced waslerstanding

the Frenchman on the desk. At least the kitchengl lounge,

laundry and bathrooms were in the same building.

leen the deterloratlon in the weather, we didhmote high expectations for nice weather on Saturday
: morning; however, we were pleasantly surprised with
stunning morning. After breakfast we went over liieinto
the Kaikorai valley to Frasers Reserve. David agicture
of a bridge so we headed along the reserve wallkogking
for a bridge. The one we found didn’t look rightwe
carried on, meeting David & Lindsay on the way batftkr
reaching the end (2-3 kms). Had a look arouncbtidge on
our way back, but found nothing of interest and &abwlost
reached the car park when David spoke to a lockdimgahis
dog. Apparently there was a walkway with bridgetioa
south side of the soccer field, only 150m fromdhe park.

Looking for leaf fossils in Frasers At least it was a beaut morning for a walk. Dowritie river
creek at Frasers Reserve in the Kai-  we went, finding the right place (a water pipe oter river
korai Valley had changed the picture about 5 years ago). Mdakeo

material was forest floor, however David did fintiat we
were there looking for, some leaf fossils. Aftarheour or so we followed the Kaikorai Valley road
(past untold car sales yards) under the motorwayoarto Blackhead Quarry. The Dunedin Club had
already reported that the mineralization belt i guarry had been exhausted, but had suggestay we t
the material pushed over the edge on the beaclkey tinel quarry. Heavy hammer material again with a
small quantity obtained. Much work will still hate be done reducing the basalt to show off the
crystals, however, the material is very small whempared to stuff taken from the location years ago



Lindsay, Yvonne & myself took a few kilo’s and Dewbok

very little (he said he had better pieces at howmned,judging

by the descriptions he gave us of the materialipusly

collected he was right. He also said that the @imelub was

right; the quarry has been worked out, and it watsanorth

coming back to. It also looked as though they vwerte

working the quarry at the present time (and theriet

revealed that road material was currently comingifi.ogan

Point, behind the railway station on the way totRralmers).

We then drove around Abbotsford looking for anynsiof a

memory string (something familiar) from David, L& and

Yvonne as to a Dunedin club members address thisee

collection (they had seen it many years ago), lag, éhat was

all we did...... drive around looking. After checkingphone

book and not finding anything relevant we gave g aent

back into the city, checking out several seconditsops on the way. After a walk to the Informatio
Centre in the Octagon we returned to our digs leefiming out for a meal. A very mild night.

Sunday dawned another spectacular day and we ddpart
around 9.00 am heading north. After a petrol stop
Waikouaiti we proceeded up to Ramrock Quarry.
Unfortunately we missed the turnoff and carriedmn
Nenthorn (an old gold mining town that no longeisex[an
empty paddock/reserve]) before turning around amtirfg
the right spot. We could not believe we had misged
putting the error down to the fog (really!!). Soae were
hammering away, and this must have disturbed ttikeca
enough for them to depart the area, taking thaiking with
them. The basalt here was just as hard as elseph#rwas
easier to smash with the hammers as after a felaebanost
of the rocks would peel off a piece at a time. fdend a
variety of nice zeolites and also some lovely @kvi After a
couple of hours of bashing and searching we lunetmed
then departed. It was 22 kilometres back to Wadkband the beginning of our homeward journey.

GEMBOREE 2008 (Contributed by Ron and Sara Keen, Lke Hawea)

We left Brisbane on 11 March, stopped at Warwiagk¥amights to sort and pack — met up with
rockhound friends at Moree, then travelled withnth&outh down the Newell Highway to West
Wyalong, then west along Mid-western, Sturt andl&aHighways to Tailem Bend.

Ever since leaving Brisbane, we’d been in tempeeatin the mid- to late-30s and had kind of gotuse
to it. Adelaide and the southern parts of Soutktfglia had been languishing in a record-breakig 1
days with temperatures over 35 degrees, often4¥eegrees, so we thought we’d be reasonably
acclimatised but . . ..

As we approached Tailem Bend, the expected bretideimeather pattern arrived and we really felt
the drop from 38 degrees to 24 degrees in the rgetiien 13 degrees early next morning. Nobody
could get warm, and it wasn’t helped when we red¢he Gemboree site at Murray Bridge and there
had an early morning temperature of 4 degrees.

Arriving two days before the Gemboree officiallyamed, gave us plenty of time to settle in, meet old
friends and gain new ones. The dealers’ hallseetbf them — were full, with a number of the older
firms now under new management. But several ofdfdies” were still there, like BK Minerals from
Brisbane, Ausrox from Melbourne and old friendspamd Lois McColl with bags of goodies from
the Harts Range.

The number of displays seemed smaller than usutaithbre was no drop in the normal high standards.
The “talk-of-the-show” this year related to theeimtational faceting competition where an American
entry had achieved the almost impossible 100.06tpoiAn impressive result. Tail-gaters had the



usual mix of everything from opals, bead jewelldageted stones galore, fossils, minerals and a
bigger-than-usual offering of micro-minerals.

Talking of micros, the first of the evening micranmaral sessions had seating for about 40 buttls&l
poured in, until there was barely standing roonuri@sity? Or is there a real growth in the numdier
micro collectors out there.

Organised field trips included those to an old arppine, the Milendella androdite garnet patchipa t
to Mannum for fossils from the Miocene period, anahetal-detecting outing. A limit on humbers was
put on each of the field trips so that there wasver-crowding.

Kiwis were well represented, with the following bgiseen by us during the course of the show —

Mary Galbraith (Tauranga)

Lionel and Dale Horgan (Tauranga)

Ray Stokes (Tairua)

Phil and Joce Andrews (Rotorua)

Rosalie Kilsby (New Plymouth)

Ron and Rosemary Bothwell (Marlborough)
Joan Bottom (Marlborough)

Val Lear (Christchurch)

Glen McLennan (Christchurch)

Deryn Tregurtha (Christchurch)

Jim Thompson (Christchurch)

Craig and Andrew from Hetties Rockshop (Christchiyirc
And ourselves (Lake Hawea)

We’re now at Norseman at the western end of théalaf Plain, having acquired some good and
some rare specimens from friends on the Eyre PalaindVe also collected fossils — from the roac sid
would you believe — as we crossed the Nullabort Bare about these in our next fossicking
newsletter.

Hopefully a further installment will appear in next months newsletter, and maybe the July one as
well, since Ron & Sara still have some time befoneturning to New Zealand.

Club Diary
May 2008
3 WhiteCliffs
7 Micro Mineral Meeting
8 General Meeting
15 Committee Meeting
31 Junior Section Meeting
June 2008
4 Micro Mineral Meeting
12 Annual General Meeting

19 Committee Meeting

22 Birdlings Flat BBQ

28 GeoBusters Meeting
July 2008

2 Micro Mineral Meeting

10 General Meeting

12/13 Oamaru Show

17 Committee Meeting

26 GeoBusters Meeting



August 2008

2 Club Show

6 Micro Mineral Meeting

14 General Meeting

17 Workshops

21 Committee Meeting

30 GeoBusters Meeting
September 2008

3 Micro Mineral Meeting

11 General Meeting

13 FieldTrip TBA

18 Committee Meeting

25-28th Marlborough Rock & Mineral Club Show

27 GeoBusters Meeting
October 2008

1 Micro Mineral Meeting

2nd-5th Greymouth National ~ Show

9 General Meeting

11 FieldTrip TBA

16 Committee Meeting

24-28th Micro Mineral Symposium at Bannockburn

25 GeoBusters Meeting
November 2008

5 Micro Mineral Meeting

14-16 Show weekend field trip

20 General Meeting

27 Committee Meeting

29 GeoBusters Meeting
December 2008

TBA Presidents Xmas BBQ

Many of these dates are tentative and are subjeplanning and permission considerations.






