President— David Macdonald............... Phone 3520304
Treasurer — Lynda Alexander............... Phone 3476393
Secretary— Don Stanley..................... Phone 3588299
Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042
E-Mail: cmiclub@chch.planet.co.nz

Web site: www.cmlclub.org.nz

Meetings Venue & Club Rooms:

110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch

7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month

From February to November

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, asiequires nothing but
a little reading, thinking and hammering.” Charles Darwin, 1835

NEXT -

Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 4th August 2010, &7.30 pm
General Meeting: Thursday, 12th August 2010, at 7Bpm

Field Trip: Workshops/Collections of the Darfield Dynamos

Website this month: www.flexiblelearning.auckland.ac.nz/rocks-miner@s/ou have difficulty
accessing some aspects of the website, CD vergiahsding HD photographs and video] can be
purchased for educational purposes.

Monthly Competition for August

Mineral............ Obsidian

Fossil.....cooovvvnnn. Ammonite

Lapidary................... National Show cabochon (Carnelian)
Junior................ NZ Calcite

Alphabet........ I

Monthly Competition winners for July

Mica book 1st Craig McGregor, 2nd David Macdon&Id] Lindsay Day
Sharks tooth (NZ) 1st David Macdonald, 2nd Sheilaigen, 3rd Lindsay Day
Faceted gemstone 1st Don Stanley, 2nd David MaddioBil Craig McGregor
Birdlings Flat material—no entries

H 1st Craig McGregor, 2nd Hamish Craigen, 3rd Joaylor.

From the Front Desk - Your Committee
Speaker— Scott will give us a dissertation on his receatdpean excursion .

Donation Box. Please bring in a gold coin donation for the cluthe regular general meetings so we
can raise funds for the club.

With the instillation of the sound system the comted is looking for a low cost solution to the
problem of the wiring on the floor and the equiptnemthe front desk. It has been proposed to have
cabinet behind the desk to house the equipmentandve the exposed wiring. To that end the
committee is looking for anyone who has an oldestear TV cabinet that they no longer require, it
would be much appreciated.

Lawn Mowing roster. After dong a great job for several years Bita@am has retired from the lawn
mowing duty for the club. Lindsay has agreed t@tmmniser for members to volunteer to do this duty
on a regular basis so the committee is seeking si@fose willing to do the job, thinking that 4



volunteers would only need to cut the grass omt®@ath over summer and less frequently over spring
and autumn. Please ring Lindsay on 03-981 1587

Field Trip. August field trip is to the workshops of club means. This is a great opportunity to view
these members collections and workshop machinghys year John has asked the Darfield Dynamos
as follows: 10am Tom Walker—21 Cardale St, Darfilen in convoy to Roger Knowles 12.30
remember to bring a picnic lunch to have on th&ktawn and finishing up at Mike Adams house for a
collection viewing and an early BBQ tea. Mike @ng to provide some amber liquid, salads and has a
sheep in mind for the bbg. All members have tasdarn up and have a great day

Card Evening Fundraiser: Further to last month’s General Meeting Questioriihas been
decided to hold an event for club members (andtguésfund-raise for the club. Lindsay has
proposed to hold the evening on Friday 17th Sep¢erabthe clubrooms and members are asked to
bring a plate gausage rolls, savouries, sandwiches, cakes®i€)ntention is to have
several types of card games with Euchre being thi@ attraction with prizes for the winner as well a
spot prizes. Anyone willing to donate prizes womidke the evening something special. Cost is $5
per adult and $2 per child

The 2010 club showhas been set for 19 November 2010 at the clubrodrhe club committee is
asking members to volunteer to join the show comemito begin the planning of the show. If you can
help please do so, as we only get out of an evhat we put in.

Oamaru Show report: With the mid-winter bbg and the Oamaru Show overvesheading well into
the second half of 2010. Oamaru this year wasdinge as always, with Craig, Brian, Malcolm and
Deryn having large sales tables along with Kathigéroby Page from Nelson. It was interesting to
listen to the banter between Jeff Fathers and Citaggt quite vocal at times and they both haviee®
that carry quite well in a moderately sized h&le arrived at the Scottish hall just after 9.30 and
began by greeting those people we knew before hgosver the tables for the elusive pieces they we
don t yet have in our collections. We had luncttia carpark before heading west to a quarry near

; Duntroon called Tokarahi. Itis a
agricultural lime quarry where the lime is
crushed and rolled so you know not to look
for fossils in the processed heaps. After
getting permission to fossick from Bob [ he
showed us a whale skull and bones that Euan
Fordyce was interested in, which was great
as we wouldn'’t have spotted one of them ]
he suggested where we start, before we
walked back to the car to begin, where |
spotted the only sharks tooth we found on
the site. David found a couple of echenoids,

1 almost whole. We combed most of the recent wa
in the quarry and only located some more whale boES -
and a iron nodule departlng after showing ourdind §

PRYDES GULLY QUARRY

Adze marks in the vertical faces of Otekaike Limestone
were made in the 1800s, when blocks were quarried by hand
for use in local buildings such as Tokarahi homestead. Stone
was used extensively for building in early days if it was
available where needed. But, the cost of transport limited
its use far from a quarry.

The Otekaike Limestone is sandier than the "Oamaru stone”
(Ototara Limestone) of coastal districts, and is younger. with
more-obvious fossils. The rock is rather soft because it is

only moderately cemented and
compacted; it was not buried
deeply. Thus, it can be
worked by hand.

around 4 pm. It had been a picture perfect
North Otago day, but the sun was low in the
sky and orange, making the task even more
difficult. We then went along Prydes Gulley
Road (Island CIliff) looking for fossil

locations in the cliffs, (also stopping briefly
to look at a long abandoned quarry), but with




the daylight decreasing we didn't find anything tidiboking at too hard. We gave up and returned to
Oamaru to book in for the night at the historicl@ackers next to the National Bank. Much cheaper
and better than the cabins at the Camping grourms {0). We ate at the restaurant across the road,
and even got in a couple of games on the pool tadfiere watching a DVD.

Sunday morning was very cold (fresh) the car hactigstals 5-6mm long on the roof and we had to
spend some minutes scraping the ice off the windmefisre heading down to Kakanui to look for
sharks teeth (and fish teeth). We were there famuple of hours watching the tide come in while we
chipped away at the matrix, netting some nice te®tle didn’t bother with the fossilised coral
fragments but came away with some material thas ttmek like whale bone (but will have to look at in
under the microscope to confirm that). After lemythere we stopped at the café at Kakanui forHunc
then went on to look for moa bones at a beachalbbwte did was get wet when a rogue wave came in a
lot further than all the others. From here we leglaitd Dog Pound Quarry back in Oamaru and it was
just glorious in the sunshine. The 3lb hammertkdédjob but a 6Ib would have been much better with
a linger handle. We broke up a number of rockdifig a variety of minerals, some in advanced stages
of decomposition along with some green porcelaiten®. This quarry has been abandoned for many
years but still has a stile over the fence ansl gdtting overgrown. It won’t be long until it Wile so
overgrown that you won't be able to find any rotk®reak. We returned to the show for a short time
before heading home.

For theAugust auction, Vince has suggested members bring in (donate) aeyotwo items/lots for

sale in an auction where 100 % of proceeds godeltb. This will be a great opportunity to fund

raise for the club. The committee would apprecéatg donation of anything from rocks to specimens
but please no rubbish, unless they are in goodhomts. John Taylor has asked to have the Septembe
auction and has promised to have good materiat,foot the rubbish he got rid of last time. Timl

tell on that promise though, if is worth a goodtegar not.

2010 Keen Chronicles continues....

G'day Fellow Rockhounds — After our stay in Gecoget, we headed onto the Atherton Tableland to
Mareeba, then north to Mt Carbine, where we charmnged gear so we could tent our way up Cape
York.

Our first night was at Hann River, followed by AgtRiver, then Bramwell Junction campsites.
Camps were "chocka", and this was to prove the rforrmost of our trip.

The mostly gravel road was in pretty good ordeil il Weipa turn-off, where you then turn onto the
Old Telegraph Road. If you want
to follow this right to the tip, you
need a winch and raised
suspension. Having neither, we

= elected to take the By-Pass Roads.

3 These varied from smooth to so
badly corrugated, that you felt
like you had to tuck your internal
organs back into their rightful
places! There were hundreds of
vehicles on the road and we were
seldom without a dust cloud. Not
so far from the top, you're forced
to cross the Jardine River on the
ferry. It costs a whopping $88 for

: a return ticket to go about 60

X S = = metres! You've little option,

. . though, as the old vehicle
The tlp ofAustraha (Cape York) crossing is through wide, deep
and swift water, with this and
most other rivers and beaches up this way, sesiausk-infested.

We based ourselves at the over-crowded Seisia Béantp, where facilities were woefully inadequate
and the camp running rather slack. The trip tog'Tip" involved about 35 kms of corrugations and
the carpark was so full we were forced to parkrenlkteach. (A quick count-up showed there were 50
4WDs, 8 quad bikes, 2 caravans and numerous mké&shbihe 15 minute walk to "The Tip" was very



scenic, but once the end was in sight we
couldn't believe our eyes — there were dozens
of people there, all striving to have their photo

taken by the sign that proves you were there. Picturesque Thursday Island

Our last day at the top was occupied with a tour to

Thursday and Horn Islands, two of the Torres Stsddinds. The quite tiny Thursday Island was
attractive right from its waterfront to the restfert and museum atop Mt Green. (The fort was
established in the 1890s because of a threatengsldRunvasion.) Horn Island was the front-lineeébas
for the defence of Australia during WW?2 and both&ioan and Australian soldiers and airmen —
some 5,000 in all — were based there. It's al@yéasting to note that Horn Island was the 2nd most
bombed place in Australia after Darwin.

Heading south from Seisia, our only stop alongvthg was at Fruitbat Falls where we joined dozens
of others in a cooling swim before spending a saggit at Bramwell Station. We then headed on a
short-cut road that took us through to the minmgrt of Weipa, where they mine bauxite, the
essential component for the production of aluminiuhhe mine is massive — it's the world's biggest —
and the mining itself must be amongst the
3 simplest anywhere in the world. Strip the
o5 1 vegetation away and everything
underneath is bauxite. Simply scoop it up,
put it through a screening process, and
then rail it to the port for shipment
elsewhere for processing. (Interesting fact:
tonnes of bauxite = 2 tonnes of alumina

Easy mining at Wepea

=1 tonne of aluminium.)

Weipa is quite an impressive town, well laid oudan ==
obviously very prosperous. Easy to linger thermifi're a fisherman, but for us it was onwards dtiven
line to our next stop at Coen. Not exactlydaen, but rather at a quirky camp on the outskifsrmally

an old gold mine, it's owned and run by an equgliyky Maltese character called Charlie. His cabp,
the way, is called 4.U.2.C and 4.U.2.P!l!

Leaving Charlie's, we headed south as far as th&lakgrave Telegraph Station, before turning edset i
Lakefield National Park. There were some lovebcpk to see here, like Low Lake, the Hann River
Crossing and Red Lily Lagoon and with popular cargreas full to capacity, we decided to camp at
Catfish Waterhole and were delighted to find no else in residence. We suspect a large sign wausn
that crocodiles had recently been seen there vadmply the reason. (While we were setting up catrgp
safe distance from the river, 3 other vehicles cammok one look at the sign — or us — and le@qr
night's sleep was undisturbed. However, on our edynext morning, Sara's eagle eye spotted aé'salt
Huge and fat, there was no way he could have clinthe two-metre high bank on our side of the river.



We'd planned to spend a couple of nights somewhehe high, rugged Battle Camp Ranges, but with
heavy rain setting in, it was expedient to gettigtoto the sealed road and a solid roof over oadfat
Cooktown.

Heading back towards Mt Carbine,
we had one last side trip to make —
this time into the Palmer River
Goldfields Reserve. Between 1873
and 1879, the Palmer Goldfields
produced more than one million
ounces of gold, making it Australia's
richest alluvial goldfield. The first 16
kms of the 80 km access road was in
the final stages of a massive re-
construction. After that, it was a
narrow dirt road following the natural
topography, rather like a roller coaster,
with blind crests and steep dips into
side creeks. Once we'd
crossed the Palmer River,
we were in the actual
reserve and spent the
best part of the
afternoon inspecting
several of the impressive,
early, hard-rock mines.
Mines with names like
"Queen of the North",
"Comet", King of the
Range" and "Louisa".
And our final inspection,
"Mabel Louise". It was
here we noticed it was
not long till dusk and we
still had to find a
campsite. What better
place than a flat-topped

hill immediately behind
this mine.

After a fairly cool early
morning, it was off to
Maytown, the capital of
the field between 1874
and 1936. Little remains
of Maytown, except its
cemetery, a re-
constructed miner's
shack and impressive
street curbs and channels.
Plaques giving the
original owner's name
and business have been
established at each of
the township's main

—_=w.om  Street sections.

All too soon, it was time to leave Maytown and héadk to the main road. It's a 3-hour drive, tigtou

dusty conditions that can only be likened to digvihrough talcum powder. And that's our major jalok

here at Mt Carbine — removing the dust from evength



Well, our northern-most adventure is over. Thep"Taf Cape York wasn't quite the thrill we expected
(official estimates state that there's been a folgrincrease in traffic heading to the top in thst two
years.) But we've been there, and we certainlysoade interesting times even if it was mostly i@ libss-
populated regions of Lakefield and Palmer.

Finally, though, our weather. From the time we Iléf Carbine, till our return, we've had some rain
drizzle on 15 of the 17 days, the winds have begte gtrong, and the humidity 80-90%. The tempees,
as predicted, were hot — generally about 30 dutieglay and seldom dropping below 20 at night.s Thi
weather pattern is not normal, so we've been tbld!!

Another few days here at Mt Carbine, then we'rdmffee the beautiful limestone caves, aboriginaites
and old mining ruins of Chillagoe.

Ron and Sara

DATE CHANGE—CIub show is to be held on SATURDAY BQYlovember 2010
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JT 1IN DPYWVOWSZ WIBW JT OPW TWFFQ
JT GPS B WPOH WSI@ DWE A ST BEIEP R IO RN MM REeEFE8F GPS |
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Club Diary

August 2010
4 Micro Mineral Meeting
12 General Meeting
15 Westies Workshops
19 Committee Meeting
29 Geobusters Meeting
September 2010
1 Micro Mineral Meeting
3-5 National Show
9 General Meeting
12 Conway River
16 Committee Meeting
25 Geobusters Meeting
Many of these dates are tentative and are subjeqgblanning and permission
considerations.



