
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT 
Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 2nd April 2008 at 7.30 PM 
General Meeting: Thursday, 10th April 2008, at 7.30 P.M. 
 
Who would believe that Easter has been and gone already and daylight saving is still giving us  a 
wee bit of extra daylight to practice our craft, not that there is much daylight saving time left.  I 
hope everyone is using it to get the best out of the time available, because it won’t be long before 
the cooler months are upon us. 
 
Website to check out this month: www.cmlclub.org.nz 
 
Monthly Competition for April 2008 

1 Piece polished Chinchilla Petrified Wood (own work) 
2 Piece of Marble 
3 Piece of Bowenite  
Juniors:  Piece of Greenstone 

 
Monthly  Competition  Results for March 2008 

Piece of Galena 1st Sid Stewardson, 2nd Owen Swann 
Tourmaline Crystal Cluster 1st John Taylor, 2nd Owen Swann 
Jade 1st Sheila Craigen, 2nd Sid Stewardson, 3rd Hamish Craigen 

Juniors        Piece of Petrified Wood 1st Richard Scott, 2nd Daniel Alexander 
 
Reminder: Your annual club subscription are now due.  For those using snail-mail the renewal 
form is enclosed, and attached for those on e-mail.  Please pay promptly for the reduced amount before 
31st May 2008. 
 
The committee would like to also remind everyone that while any member is welcome to speak at a 
general meeting, it is not the appropriate forum is air any disagreements or complaints.  Should anyone 
wish to do so the matter can be aired at a committee meeting, or better still, a note could be left in the 
compliment & complaints box for the matter to be raised in committee. 
 
Additionally the Editor of Kahurangi (like the Editor of the Newsletter) is always on the lookout for 
material to include in the clubs publications, and it is rare for any members to provide any.  If any is 
provided it is likely to be published, as was the case.  These publications are for the enjoyment and 
advancement of our craft.  They are in general, informal and informative and if anyone is concerned 
about the content they should take the matter up with the editor or the committee. 
 
The club show is coming up (August 2nd) and it is time for members to begin planning the sections 
they wish to enter.  The show schedule is available on our website for members to download (and print 
whatever parts they desire) and there are some printed copies for members who can’t download 
available up at the front desk. 
The committee has agreed to having a sausage sizzle ($1 each) at the show, also selling tea and coffee 
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($0.50 each).  Sales Tables are also available at $5 each (same as last year).  Additionally, the 
committee is looking for donated material for raffle prizes. 
The committee is also looking for members to assist with the setting-up of the show and dismantling of 
same afterwards.  IF YOU CAN ASSIST PLEASE LET COMMITTEE MEMBERS KNOW.  It would 
be nice if we could get some of the members who rarely assist to volunteer, rather that the same ones, 
year after year. 
 
The National Show in Greymouth is also coming up, October 2nd to 4th at three nearby venues.  The 
show schedule has been received, and will be on the front desk from the April General Meeting.  As 
soon as an electronic version is received by our Webmaster, it will also be available on our web site.  
The committee has asked Chris Wright to print some copies and specific segments for members 
without internet access, who wish to enter the different competitions (please see Chris to order the part 
you require, he can print some at the time, others he may have to post  to you).  Any members who 
want to go to Greymouth for the show should begin the process of organising accommodation, time is 
running out and there is only so much available.  Field trips during the National Show will be available, 
but the locations and numbers have yet to be advised.   
 
At the April General Meeting Craig will be our speaker, giving us all an informal talk about his recent 
Coromandel trip (hopefully showing us his finds) followed by Craig donning his Auctioneer hat and 
conducting an auction of John Taylor material.  There will also be a couple of Junior lots for the 
younger members. 
 
The April fieldtrip has been changed into a bring and brag (April 12th  2-4pm) as we have already had 
3 field trips this year and we don’t want to push the apron too much.  Bring recent finds for 
identification and a plate to share.  The Junior Section (need to chose a name for themselves) will have 
a meeting at the Clubrooms, also on 12th at 12.30 to 2.00 pm followed by the bring & brag. 
 
Field trips for the next few months are as follows:  May is to Whitecliffs on Sunday 4th May.  Cost if 
$5 per person, limited to 15 people.  Meet at the Darfield restrooms at 9.00 am.  Ring Tony Goddard 
(ph 3499749) to book your spot.  June is our annual Birdlings Flat BBQ on Sunday 15th.  Anyone who 
can provide transportation of the BBQ to Birdlings Flat please let a committee member know.  July is 
the annual Oamaru Show and August is the club show and Workshops. 
  
Easter field trip to Haast.  With an earlier Easter than usual (I’m told there won’t be another 
March Easter for 200 years) we had what can only be described as a brilliant long weekend.  Not only 
did we have a great time but the weather co-operated in the most unexpected manner…….fine warm 
weather.  This was entirely unexpected, as it always rains at Haast, whatever the season and we were 
not complaining. 
 
Thursday evening was the normal mad dash, after work, to avoid loosing too much fossicking time.  
Dorice, Kendra & myself left Christchurch around 5.30 heading over the great divide and to Ross for 
the night.  We found the senior Kelly’s (Liana & Gary) and Lindsay Day partaking in the tobacco ritual 
and no sign of Ray Begg (asleep ??).  
 
After settling up at the pub we chatted for a while, putting the world to rights, before hitting the bunks.  
It didn’t seem long before we were up again and preparing for our departure.  Our first stop on Friday 
was the Mikonui River, about 9.15, waking up a couple who had only set up camp at 4 am.  He was 
OK about it but she was enormously grumpy, but since it was a public place we just ignored them 
while to dismantled their camp and departed.  As they were doing this we just got on with looking for 
the commingtonite and hornblende.  We were more successful than on our last visit, making sure that 
everyone had some. 
 
We carried on to the end of Waitaha Road, and after some investigations we ascertain where we may 
obtain permission to get into the quarry.  Finally we are given permission with the warning that there 
were a dozen or so bulls in the quarry.  There was barely a discussion and then we were driving into the 
quarry.  While there was plenty of evidence that the bulls were indeed in the quarry, there was none to 
be seen. 
Lindsay & I both crossed the dry creek and to the bottom of the quarry.  Presently the hammers and 
chisels were extracting the tourmaline in the quartz matrix with plenty of mica.  Liana found a beautiful  
naturally facetted 2 mm garnet.  Lindsay's big 12 lb hammer reduced the larger rocks to more 



manageable sized pieces for evaluation.  Bags were soon full and we were once again on our way. 
 
Our next stop was a quarry on Sugar Loaf Road, Karangarua, south of Fox Glacier, unfortunately the 
road was gated, so we barely slowed down, but continued on to the Makawhio (Jacobs) river.  There 
was no beaches near or under the bridge, with a metre deep water level, we decided to try the nearby 
farmhouse where we could see a beach. Unfortunately nobody was home so we went a few kms north 
to Hunts beach, to look there.  The garnet sand was incredible, many inches thick and all over the 
beach, as was the rounded schist stones containing intact garnets up to half an inch in diameter.  The 
big find of the day was a piece of blue/green Kyanite, a rare find indeed.  After an all too brief time we 
were ready to depart again, if only to escape the bloody sandflies.  As they day was moving on we 
abandoned any further fossicking locations to make our way to our Haast Beach accommodations at 
Okuru.  Dave Davison & Stefan Hall from the Marlborough Rock club called in to see us and we made 
arrangements for Saturday and to see what we had found already.  They were suitably impressed, and 
surprised to see that we had found Kyanite at all. 
 
Saturday dawned clear and fine, after a night of heavy rain.  Dave 
& Stefan arrived down at our camp just after 8.30 prompting us 
into some urgency to be away by 9.00 am, from where we were 

staying 
about 30 
kms to the 
end of the 
road at 
Cascade 
Creek.  We 
had a 
spectacular 
view of the 
Red Hills 
and the 
Cascade Plateau from a vantage point on the 
way in, reading a sign extolling the virtues of 
silence here, while all we could hear was the 
helicopter flying trampers in and out of the area. 
 

After parking (in the car park) at the gate where the road 
stops, we began picking up serpentine from the car park itself 
before getting down in the riverbed.  There was plenty to find, 
picking up piece after piece, and discarding when better pieces 
were found.  As we were in the river the same helicopter 
landed about 100 m away picking up more passengers, 

twice…...so 
much for the 
silence.  
Presently we 
had enough 
material and 
started 
heading back, 
stopping at 
the Jackson's 
river next.  
There was another small parking area off the road, a 
big puddle to cross and we were there.  Even the Kelly 
sedan got through.. 
 

A few minutes later we were all in the water, looking for serpentine and what ever else we could find.  
Some small pieces of Bowenite were located, and small pieces of  nickel or platinum were also located.  
Given the weight of the grains we guess/hope it was more likely to be  platinum.  We tried further 
upstream, finding the same material but larger pieces.  After an hour or so we were on our way back to 



camp for lunch, half of us electing to drive to Jackson's 
Bay for a famous fish & chip lunch.  Wow, what an 
experience………..there was virtually nothing at 
Jackson's Bay and what was there was fabulously 
expensive.  One piece of fish & chips with a lemon 
wedge for $12.  Suckers born every minute.  And the 
only shop was the fish and chip shop. 
 
Presently we picked up the Kelly's at our camp, Dave & 
Stefan at their digs and were heading up the highway to 
Wanaka for our next stops  We drove for about 20 
minutes before crossing McPherson's river bridge, then 
Douglas, followed by Pivot, carrying on looking for 
Clarks Bluff.  After another 5 or so kms we turned 
back, stopping at Pivot Creek.  Down under the bridge 
and fossicking for serpentine, green schist with magnetite crystals, pyroxenite, Bowenite, sodalite & 
tremolite.  After picking up a few pieces we moved on to Douglas Creek, where we spent a longer 
time, following it right down to end where it merges into the Haast river.  Most importantly we found 
some of the green schist with the magnetite crystals. 
 
Dave told us that McPherson's creek was a bit disappointing when they were there last November so 
we didn’t bother with it.  Dave & Stefan then took their leave of us, heading back to Haast for the night 
and a return to Blenheim on Sunday.  We headed on down to Haast Beach for a late afternoon look (to 
provide supper to the abundant sandflies).  There was plenty of piedmontite for everyone and Lindsay 
found a piece of Bowenite before heading back to camp for the night. 
 

Sunday showed up as another fine day, we packed 
and departed Haast.  Our first stop of the day was the 
Paringa quarry.  After finding the right place we got 
permission to fossick and drove through the bush, 
right up to the upper levels of the quarry.  Presently 
the hammers and chisels were out, extracting 
material from the green granite and pegmatite's.  
There was mica throughout the pegmatite.  We then 
left the quarry for the Paringa river. 
 
We parked in a small parking ramp area looking for 
a place to get onto the beaches, to begin looking for 
some of the fossils up river 600m in green sand on 
the east bank.  Not finding easy access, everyone 
decided they would rather try again at Jacobs, so 

back in the vehicles, again heading in a northerly direction.  Our next stop was Bruce bay for beach 
pebbles and garnet sand, as well as the sea wall of mica, possibly from Paringa Quarry.  I called in at 
Hunts Beach to fill a container with Garnet sand, spending all of 30 seconds on the beach, not enough 
time for the sandflies to find me. 
 
Unfortunately the tide was in at Bruce bay, so searching for pebbles & garnet sand was out of the 
question.  A brief search of the sea wall did confirm it’s origin as the Paringa quarry, as well as being 
informed by the quarry owner.  Some pink pegmatite was also located amongst the familiar quarry 
material, and Dorice located a nice pegmatite with clearly visible garnets in it.  Once again we were 
heading north, stopping outside of the Jacobs River School. 
 
Lindsay & I walked to the farmhouse we went to on Friday.  This time a young fellow was home with 
his two dogs.  After a brief discussion he refused to give us permission to cross the farm to get to the 
river beach we could see from the bridge.  Apparently he had let some hunters on the property further 
up river and didn’t want us anywhere near them.  Finally we managed to convince him where we 
wanted to go wasn’t very far up-river and he relented, giving us the go ahead, along with a couple of 
pieces of Kyanite out of his pathway.  We went back to the vehicles to give everyone the good news 
and have lunch. 
 



He also came out to test the electric fence for us.  Presently we were combing the beach for the elusive 
blue/green kyanite.  Only found a couple of small pieces but lots more of the garnets in the black & 
white matrix.  After a thorough search of the beach (we wanted to cross the river but promised we 
wouldn’t) we went back to show what we had found.  That agreeable young fella told us we could 
come back during the week (the hunters would have gone) and we could go further up-river.  We, 
regretfully, declined.  He did allow us to pick what ever Kyanite was in the garden.  Several members 
got sone stunning pieces, one with the kyanite and fuchsite together. 
 
At this point we decided Gillespie's beach didn’t interest anyone much and that a coffee at Fox was a 
better proposition.  Consequently, within a short passage of time we were sitting on an outdoors terrace 
sipping a mocha.  The Kelly's left to have a look at the terminal face of Fox glacier, and after our 
coffee’s we headed up there too.  From the car park it was a 5 minute walk to the vantage point, and 
not too much longer to go to the river bed before the ice. 

 
Other people had already crossed the roped off area to get up close, so Kendra & I did the same, taking 
a range of photos of the ice wall.  The colour of the ice was a stunning blue amongst the dirt and dust.  
It was amazing how much cold was radiating from the ice, as we started to get very warm walking back 
to the car.  We then went and located our digs for the night, a very expensive and overpriced Tourist 
Flat. 
 
Monday dawned another beautifully clear day, and we were a bit late departing….it was nearer 9.30 
than 9.00 am.  We bypassed the Wanganui river (hot pools in the sand) due to the over abundance of 
sandflies.  Our first stop was Duffers Creek looking for rose & amethyst (amethystine) colours in white 
quartz.  Located something that looked pinkish as well as more of the garnets (in fact, I think everyone 
found more of the garnets than just about anything else). 
 
Our next stop was Hokitika beach, but despite having our lunch, the tide was still too high to search for 
anything.  The Kelly's took the opportunity to head into Hokitika before heading back to Christchurch.  
Lindsay, Ray, Kendra & myself then headed up to Shamrock creek (a gazetted public gold fossicking 
area) in Goldsbrough.  An hour or so later and with little luck (we used all our luck on the weather) we 
left there heading on up to Otira and stopping at the Taipo river.   
 
With plenty of effort and a couple of false starts we were in the river bed looking for a variety of 
material.  Although the afternoon was wearing on it was still rather warm and it didn’t matter that we 
got a bit wet.  We did pick up a few unusual stones and look forward to having them identified at the 
bring & brag.  After about an hour and with the light fading (5-5.30) we returned to the car to begin the 
final leg of our journey home.  At least we arrived home to a nice home cooked meal. I can only hope 
that the other fossickers met with a similar fate after such a great long weekend 
    —-oooOooo—- 
 



Don’t forget the bring & brag.  It will give everyone the opportunity to see exactly what we came home 
with.  We did bring back some extra material to give to Hamish for the club sales table.  Keep looking 
out for it. 
 

Club Diary  
April 2008 
 2 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 10 General Meeting 
 12 Junior Section Meeting 
 12 Bring & Brag 
 17 Committee Meeting 
 25-27 MM field trip 
May 2008 
 1 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 4 Whitecliffs 
 8 General Meeting 
 15 Committee Meeting 
 TBA Junior Section Meeting 
September 2008 
 25-28th  Marlborough Rock &  Mineral Club Show 
October 2008 
 2nd-5th Greymouth National  Show  
 24-28th Micro Mineral  Symposium at Bannockburn  
 
Many of these dates are tentative and are subject to planning and permission considerations.  
 
 


